MASI BUMBANE HIV/AIDSMISSION
Janet van Eeden.

The hills are covered with little crosses. Occaallyran ostentatious
tombstone makes its presence felt amongst the woodekers, but the
poverty of the living impinges more frequently dre remembrances of the
dead. A veld fire has recently ravaged the hilld arany of the once white
crosses are now black stumps. Near us two setsopi@ are digging fresh
graves. It's just another Tuesday morning in Mpaophai.

My host, Solveig Otte, tells me that AIDS is coniimy to ravage the
community. Sometimes there are as many as eigbtdimtaking place on
one day. The 80% percent unemployment rate hastpet either. It is no
surprise to see the funeral tents stretched oosaa street being scrubbed
own with a hose and broom. These are in constanadd. The only people
thriving in this community are the funeral servjmeviders.

Otte takes me to a small house in the middle otdte. The house stands
amongst its neighbours well disguised. Only thosthe know can tell that
it's providing a life line to people in the communaffected by Hiv-AIDS.
A bright faced young man comes out to welcome @sisHHMduduzi Zwane,
the team leader of Masibumbane Mission, an orgaarséounded by Dr
Rob Kluge eight years ago.

‘Our Misson helps people affected by HIV in the coumity,” Zwane tells
me later. ‘We encourage people to know their Hattst so that they can
receive help from us. We have ten projects curyanitderway and all of
them are designed to meet the needs of our clieats.personally
responsible for two projects. One is the SocialnB&pport project. | assist
clients to obtain their birth certificates and IDds from Home Affairs and
show them how to apply for the grants they ardledtio, and even help
them get their pensions when they are due. | amrakgponsible for the
Discipleship project, which assists people withirtkpiritual growth.’

Another member of the team is Sindi Makhathini. 8h&n AIDS counsellor
who also teaches women to crochet bags and platsewhach are sold to
generate income for themselves as part of the Mawddihi project]. ‘To
encourage people to get tested, we provide helpwinén we have proof of
their Hiv-status,” she says. ‘Once they have admithey are ill, then we can
support them and help them get better. We help thigisin medication, and
also provide food until we can get them involvediproject which helps
them earn their own money when they are well endugh

Happy Khumalo is the Youth Counsellor. She help®krs affected by
AIDS with their homework and with any problems thragy encounter at
school. ‘One child ran away from school when henfbout his parent was
sick,” she says. ‘But with the help of the teaclveesmanaged to get him to
come back.” Khumalo, along with school girls fromnA®ine’s who volunteer



every Tuesday, spends afternoons in the new lillralying scholars with
their studies.

Nicholas Ngubane is the Financial Instructor whossit is to help people
use their grants or pensions wisely. ‘| show petjl to make a budget
and to draw up a business plans for the small bases as they develop,’ he
explains. He is also working with the poultry sentat Cedara Agricultural
College to establish a home-based rearing projgbtZulu chickens.

The field worker, Robert Zuma, was out workinghe homestead gardens
which he supervises. His job is to train peoplgrmwv organic vegetables
using a system designed by Bruce Taylor of Walth@Light Ministeries.
One row of five different types of vegetables denfed each week to
generate enough produce to feed the gardenerifyfand sell possible
excess.

Kluge explains how he felt challenged in 1998 tesdmething about the
AIDS crisis. ‘I am a member of the Hilton Method@hurch, and | felt like
the priest and the student of the Law in the stdthe Good Samaritan,’” he
explains. ‘Each of them was aware of the dire rifetie man next to the
road, but chose to pass by on the other side eda&lod to show me what |
could do even though, as an entomologist, | didseetm to be equipped for
the situation. | started going to Mpophomeni toyfa those who were sick.
But soon | realised that wasn’'t enough.’

Kluge joined forces with Solveig Otte and Anne Kéugho started the
crocheting project.

‘People were also expressing their fears of dyfgpecial person in the
church, who had grown up among Zulu people, joiedeam to offer
spiritual support. Just as the lack of funding Wwasoming a problem, a
brother in the church handed me a cheque and sa@impany had
committed itself to give the Mission R500 a morifthat was confirmation
for me. Then the Atonement Lutheran Congregatiodissoula, Montana
offered to become a partner.

‘Masibumbane is not a handout agency and rathésgedoe an
empowerment agency,’ Kluge says. ‘Reciprocal eftooivever small, is
expected from clients “to earn” whatever they reed¢o begin to foster the
ultimate goal of self-reliance. It is also a membe€INDI and PACSA and
works with other agencies such as Howick HospiaceMngeni Aids.

Kluge explains the model they use. ‘After familae taken on, they
progress through four stages. First is a stahitisgthase where they receive
emergency provisions of basic needs such as foatthjreg and bedding.
Second is the initial rebuilding phase where fasilre visited on a weekly
basis. They are assisted with schooling if necgsaad are taught to crochet
and to grow vegetables. They do not generate amiaand are likely to be
dependent on the mission for weekly food ratiorsrdris the advanced
rebuilding phase where families still receive a kig®isit but begin to



practise their newly acquired skills of crochetargl vegetable gardening to
generate an income. They receive cash for workaam@ble to purchase
food themselves. The final phase is the maintenphase where families
receive a monthly visit and they are no longer depat on the Mission for
material needs.’

Kluge relates how the Mawube Nathi crocheting prbie now becoming a
sustainable business. The produced handbags drastdr a field as
America. The project has assisted many families theeyears to
supplement their incomes. There have also beeegisojvhich benefit not
only those affected by AIDS but the larger commyiib.

‘The creches and the Qedindlala Community Gardainated from the
needs of the families the Mission was involved ywisays Kluge. They are
currently working with four creches, Ekuthulenie€he, Tholokhuhle Day
Care Centre, Masibambane Creche and Siyaqoba&trech

| asked members of the Masibumbane team what tjegbrmeans to them
personally. ‘I find that | like my job because | keaa difference in children’s
lives and empower them to have a future,’ says Maffpumalo.

Financial Instructor Nicholas Ngubane keeps monayind. ‘| want to
teach people to manage their finances so thatdheysurvive,” he says.

Sindi Makhathini wants people to ‘become more respue for their
lifestyles.’

The final word goes to team leader Mduduzi Zwahbkave grown so much,
personally, emotionally and spiritually,” he sayget so much more than |
give.’

Masibumbane survives purely on donations and wighhielp of dedicated
volunteers. If you would like to help in any wayntact

Pastor Mduduzi Zwane: (Team Leader) Cell: 082 08012
Rob Kluge: (Mission Leader) Cell: 072 922 5523; or
Solveig Otte: (Volunteer) Cell: 076 031 2352,

Web: www.masibumbane.org.za (due on line in July)



